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QUEENSTOWN AIRPORT EAST RESA PROJECT   
Successfully staging the construction of the 20 month RESA project has been the most 
complex task ever undertaken by the Queenstown Airport Company. 
The key to its success was meticulous planning over 18mths of weekly meetings between the design and project teams. In depth 
briefing, attention to detail, a particularly comprehensive Method of Works Plan and careful building ƻƴ v!/Ωǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ 
where the pinch points would be (given there were two winters to weather 
during the construction period) all contributed to making it a success story. 

The Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) advised some time ago that continued 
international airport operations would require a Runway End Safety Area or 
RESA. October 2011 was finally set as the legal compliance deadline and this 
ōŜŎŀƳŜ v!/Ωǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘΦ  

The huge task was equivalent to building a dam. In fact the civil works are 
arguably the largest of their type since the construction of the Clyde Dam 
(1982 ς 1993) with a volume of 1,000,000 m³ weighing 1.5million tonnes. 

Design was by MWH with OCTA Associates as Project Managers. Fulton 
Hogan Alexandra (FH) was the successful contractor chosen from 13 tenders 
received and QAC provided hands on day to day management through its 
Operations Manager Chris Read. 

But then a challenge ς where to find 1,000,000 m³ of material? The Airport 
had 100,000 m³ on call from various projects undertaken but this was just a 
fraction of the amount required. 

There was material stored to the north (lots of it), but a deal could not be 
struck and it remains there. However a developer to the south of the Airport 
needed to have 2-3m removed from the top of its expansive site and, once 
the consents were in place, FH began the 3 stage construction. Stage 1 
involved removing the top soil from the proposed development site, Stage 2 
the restatement of the development site through the installation of fences, 
irrigation and roads and Stage 3 the transportation of the gravels needed for 
compaction into the RESA area. 
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Fortunately the regional Council also needed substantial 
alignment and flood protection works done in the Shotover 
River which provided a major source of additional gravels to 
boost the other excavated materials.  

Compaction, compaction and more compaction was the order 
of the day. In fact every day since November 2009. This 
engineering masterpiece had to be gradually attached to a 
100ft escarpment to ensure it would stay in place for ever.  

The base first had to be dug out to create a foundation able to 
support 1.5million tonnes of material. A staggering 43,000 
truckloads of material were then trucked in at 10 loads per 
working day hour. This was compacted to tight specifications 
and the results surveyed every day. 

Every truckload of material from the southern development 
site had to be accounted for and the area reinstated after the 
topsoil was removed. This meant re-fencing, irrigating and 
grassing it to what it was, only lower. 

The complete RESA face is covered in material to prevent dust 
rising during final approaches by aircraft and is planted in over 
30,000 native shrubs for cosmetic effect and erosion control. 

To achieve the 90m x 90m square RESA has been a huge 
engineering task but QAC has done it and the effort put in 
over a number of years to reach this important milestone 
ahead of compliance deadlines is acknowledged by the CAA. 

Chris Read who has been heavily involved in the project 
concludes: 

άL ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ w9{! ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Delta and not claimed out of valuable runway. It has taken 
many years and over $1m to obtain the various consents 
before a start could be made. Hopefully the 90m² of hard won 
surface area built up 100ft from the river surface will never be 
ǳǎŜŘΦέ 

 

WINDS OF CHANGE   

Wellington Airport announces new CEO 
Wellington Airport is pleased to announce Steve Sanderson as 
its new Chief Executive Officer. Steve Sanderson has been the 
Chief Executive Officer for Queenstown Airport since May 
2007. 

ά!ŦǘŜǊ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ǿŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ {ǘŜǾŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
!ƛǊǇƻǊǘΩǎ /EO. His extensive background in infrastructure 
businesses and at Queenstown Airport will be a great asset to 
the Airport as it moves to deliver on its plans for future 
ƎǊƻǿǘƘέ ǎŀƛŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ bŜǿƳŀƴΣ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘΩǎ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΦ 

aǊ {ŀƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊŜŘominately been in 
infrastructure businesses including General Manager 
NZ/Australia at Powerco Limited, and General Manager at 
Lyttelton Port Company. He is also currently a Director of 

Pioneer Generation. Prior to Queenstown Airport, Mr 
Sanderson was the C9h ŦƻǊ 5ȅƴŀƳƛŎ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
largest designer and manufacture of wheelchair controllers. 

άL ŀƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǘŜŀƳΦ 
With passenger numbers at Wellington Airport doubling from 
5 to 10 million over the next 20 years there are great 
opportunities, especially the challenge to enhance 
international connectivity and further Wellingtoƴ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘΩǎ 
contribution to NZ IƴŎΦ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣέ ǎŀƛŘ {ǘŜǾŜ 
Sanderson. 

Mr Sanderson will commence in the role of Chief Executive 
Officer for Wellington Airport in the New Year. 

 
The river gravel source 

 
/ŀƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǿƘŜǊŜ v!/ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
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New CEO for Palmerston North Airport 
Darin Cusack has been appointed as the new Chief Executive 
of Palmerston North Airport Limited to succeed present Chief 
Executive, Garry Goodman, who will retire on 31 December 
after more than 10 years in the position.  

Born and raised in Christchurch, Mr Cusack has spent the past 
three years as Tonga Airport Chief Executive, and has also held 
senior management positions at Christchurch Airport, Pacific 
Blue Airlines and Tranz Scenic Railways. Mr Cusack said he was 
keen to come home and be involved in the aviation industry in 
New Zealand again.  

"I guess, as I see it, it is an opportunity for tourism and 
business development in the region. I'm really looking forward 
to it." He will finish this year in Tonga, and take up his 

Palmerston North position in early January. Mr Cusack said he 
would be closer to his family, who still lived in Christchurch.  

"They've been through a lot down there, so it will be nice to 
be closer to home."  

Derek Walker, Chair of Palmerston North Airport Limited, 
ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά5ŀǊƛƴΩǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
airports, airlines and tourism sectors provided an ideal 
background for the position and the Board had been 
impressed with the growth and development he had led 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ¢ƻƴƎŀ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘΦέ  

ά¢ƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƘŀŘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ōƻǘƘ 
from within New Zealand and off-ǎƘƻǊŜέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

New Chair for Aviation Steering Group 
Top of the South Aviation Steering Group has a new Chair. 
Kaye McNabb, CEO of Nelson Airport Ltd, took over the reins 
from the inaugural Chair, Robyn Reid, in early September. 

wƻōȅƴΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
aviation leave very big shoes to fill. The Group acknowledges 
the time and enerƎȅ wƻōȅƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ άƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƎǊƻǳƴŘέ ŀƴŘ Ŝƴ-route to a bright future for aviation growth in 
the region. 

The Top of the South Aviation Steering Group has successfully 
identified the size and scope of aviation in its region and is 
keen to ensure that the major contribution the industry makes 
is recognised.  Aviation through the Nelson, Tasman and 
Marlborough regions produces GDP of $277million making it 
the 6

th
 highest contributor in the area.  

 άtǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀǾƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘhe Top of 
the South will provide the pathway for further opportunities 
for growth in the future and that will benefit aviation 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅέΣ ǎŀƛŘ aŎbŀōōΦ   ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
country and we need to combine our skills and expertise to 

ensure New Zealand Inc. continues to be prepared and able to 
grab the opportunities that open up for us.έ 

The Top of the South Aviation Steering Group is inclusive of all 
contributors to the aviation industry covering the two award 
winning airports as well as operators, trainers, defence and 
engineers.  It encompasses the whole top of the south from 
Marlborough to Golden bay and takes a collaborative 
approach to raising the IƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ 
relationships. 

There are seven airports and aerodromes in the region as well 
as a strong defence and training presence. Fourteen 
maintenance and engineering firms provide services sought 
throughout the country. The world class Omaka Aviation 
Heritage Centre draws international tourists and supports a 
thriving community of vintage enthusiasts who have an 
extraordinary range of restoration capabilities. 

ά¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƘŜŀŘ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎέ ǎŀȅǎ 
aŎbŀōōΣ άŀƴŘ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ 
ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΦέ

Chris Read to leave Queenstown Airport 
After nearly 20 years of Airport management, Chris Read has 
announced his intention to resign his position as General 
Manager Aeronautical of Queenstown Airport. 

He will leave the Company in November 2011. 

Chris has overseen Queenstown Airport in a variety of 
governance roles including Chief Executive and General 
Manager. 

This time has included involvement with NZ Airports being one 
of the founding members, as well as CAA advisory roles and 
submitting to Parliament.  

Chris says, άIƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ b½ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ 
the Year, Project of the Year and Training Organisation of the 
year awards. 

Airports are a complex business which you have to get right 
and hands on management of two runway extensions, two 
RESA extensions, two runway overlays, three aprons 
extensions, three terminal designs and construction, and the 
introduction of runway lighting  has provided a wealth of 
ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜΦέ 
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Chris has no intention of leaving the industry and will continue 
in contract advisory and specialist aviation management roles 

as well as Airport management locum positions. 

 

HAMILTON AIRPORT RUNWAY APPROVED TO 3000M  
Hamilton International Airport (HIA) has achieved a major milestone in its history with the 
announcement that the airport has secured approvals and recommendations to extend the runway to 
just short of 3000m. 

While there is no immediate timetable, the option to extend 
the runway has now been approved for the next 15 years. 

Independent commissioners conducted the plan change and 
designation hearing at Waipa District Council chambers over 
three days in March and May and the hearing was concluded 
on May 30th. 

The runway designation and plan change have been the 
culmination of a detailed master planning exercise based on 
long term planning out to 2030.  

The approvals and recommendations allow for an extended 
runway, taxiways, extended apron and associated air noise 
boundary changes. They also include land designations at both 
ends of the runway for the protection of runway lights and 
navigation aids to allow the implementation of instrument 
landing system high intensity lighting to support long haul 
wide body services. 

In time Hamilton AƛǊǇƻǊǘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƭƻǿ Ŏƻǎǘ 
secondary airport gateway into New Zealand.  

/ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ /ƘǊƛǎ 5ƻŀƪ ǎŀȅǎ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ 
advantage now is the ability to extend the runway for long 
haul international connections for the central North Island. He 
says this allows Hamilton to become a low cost secondary 
airport gateway in and out of New Zealand in the future. 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ 
developed in other parts of the world including Gold Coast, 
!ǾŀƭƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀƴǎǘŜŘ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YέΣ ǎŀȅǎ aǊ 5ƻŀƪΦ 

άDƻƭŘ /ƻŀǎǘΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƛǎ 
particularly relevant given they have established a business 
case for secondary connection directly with Asia, even given 
their proximity to Brisbane airport just one hour up the road. 
It is clear that airlines require different airport sizes and 
locations to meet their needs. We believe Hamilton will be 
able to offer an airport that is very attractive to many 
ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǊǳƴǿŀȅέΣ 
says Mr Doak. 

 
Chris Read 
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ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ this is not going to happen 
tomorrow. There is still significant activity required to 
complete the business case and capital funding models. 
Approvals will allow the airport to begin to identify suitable 
partners to help make this project successful. It represents a 
ƳŀƧƻǊ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέΣ ƘŜ 
says. 

Mr Doak says the next step for the airport is to examine and 
review all the conditions around the approvals and 
recommendations from the independent commissioners. 

Airport Chairman John Birch says the approvals and 
recommendations by the independent commissioners are 
extremely positive news for the airport. 

ά²Ŝ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƘƻǇŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
would come out as they have. We are particularly pleased to 
have a 15 year approval window. With this part of the 
consultation and planning process completed the airport can 
ƴƻǿ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

Mr Birch says the airport now has the option to extend the 
runway when the time is right.  

ά²Ŝ think there is enormous value to the region in securing 
the ability to extend the runway at the appropriate time. 
Ultimately the timing of any extension will be driven by 
commercial fundamentals and the robustness of the business 
ŎŀǎŜΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ  

 

CHRIST CHURCH AIRPORT SUPPORTS LOCAL SCHOOLS 
{ƻƳŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭōƻȅǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ƎƻŀƭǇƻǎǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
been rewarded with a training session with some of their Canterbury rugby heroes.

The boys were among a group of 20 treated to the session by 
Canterbury Rugby Football Union and one of its sponsors, 
Christchurch International Airport Ltd.  

The boys were selected by their schools, Fendalton Primary 
School and Burnside Primary School and put through their 
paces by Canterbury coach Tabai Matson, with players 
Andrew Olorenshaw, Ash Parker, Nasi Manu, Robbie Fruean 
and Tyler Bleyendaal. At the end of the session, the boys had 
time for photos and autographs, as well as some goodie bags 
from MORE FM.  

Fendalton Primary School 
principal Paul Sibson says 
he offered the session to 
boys who had shown 
leadership at the school. 
ά²Ŝ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ 
great way to thank the 
boys for their hard work in 
replacing our rugby posts 
which were broken in a 
storm earlier in the year. 
The boys put in several 
hours of their own time to 
source new posts, so all the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ǊǳƎōȅ ǘŜŀƳǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻƴ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎΦέ  

Christchurch Airport Chief 
Operating Officer Andy 
Lester says the company 

was delighted to get behind local and international rugby this 
seaǎƻƴΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘǎ ά.ŀŎƪ hŦ WŜǊǎŜȅέ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ /wC¦Σ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Number 9 jersey through the ITM Cup.  

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
community and support the team during a difŦƛŎǳƭǘ ȅŜŀǊΣέ ǎŀȅǎ 
aǊ [ŜǎǘŜǊΦ άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƻƴǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎ ǘƻ 
meet their Canterbury rugby heroes and impress Tabai with 
their skills. Who knows, we may just have helped one of those 
ōƻȅǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ /ŀƴǘŜǊōǳǊȅ ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ 

 

 

 
Canterbury Rugby Football Union training session 


