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AIRPORTS ARE IN THE INFRASTRUCTURE BUSINESS ï Gary Goodman, Palmerston 

North International Airport 

 Unlike many other 
businesses with either 
mobile assets or an ability 
to operate at a distance 
from their markets, 
airports cannot simply 
relocate to another 
geographic location to 
find a better place in the 
'commercial sun'. 

It is this fundamental difference 
that makes airport businesses 
take in interest in the success of their regional economies, and have a 
particular interest in resource management planning. 

I am not aware of any new green-field commercial airport being established 
in New Zealand in the last 40 years. While that is in part a reflection of the 
evolution of aviation technology, it is more about the constraints likely to be 
faced in developing a new airport, and there are plenty of overseas examples 
of that challenge, Sydney probably being the closest. 

Airport infrastructure is essential to the community's economic and social 
well-being. An important part of New Zealand's transport infrastructure. Yet 
the relatively successful delivery and planning for the future of this 
infrastructure to date by comparison with other forms of infrastructure 
probably belies its challenges, and as a consequence probably leaves it 'under 
the radar' of policy makers and regulators. It has not hit headlines as a 
squeaky wheel or national planning failure. 

The new government's efforts to simplify and streamline the Resource 
Management Act (RMA) will therefore have the attention of every airport 
business - primarily to applaud the intent, but also to make sure that the 
changes don't inadvertently make life more difficult for airports. 

Public submissions on the Resource Management (Simplifying and 
Streamlining) Amendment Bill 2009 closed on 3 April 2009 and the Local Government and Environment Committee is due to 
report back to the House of Parliament on 19 June 2009. 

Most airport businesses will be pleased to see some checks being imposed on the extent to which any person can object or 
appeal under the RMA. The intention to streamline the decision-making, and provide an option to go straight to the 
Environment Court (provided the local authority agrees) is a move in the right direction. 

However airports will need to ensure that their ability to designate and influence planning of land use in the surrounding 
environment is maintained. Airports are natural 'targets' for development with reverse sensitivity risks, and attraction of 
adjacent land development that can cut off the future security of airport infrastructure. The draft changes for processing 
designations have a sense of not necessarily acknowledging how critical this is to airports. 
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COMMERCE COMMISSION AND AIRPORT INFORMATION DISCLOSURE  ï 

Kevin Ward, New Zealand Airports  

¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ²ƻǊƪ ƻƴ !ƛrport Information Disclosure Could Flow over to 
All Airports
Most airports will be aware of the changes to the Commerce 

Act last year which, among other things, charged the 

Commerce Commission with implementing an information 

disclosure regime for airport services at Auckland, Wellington 

and Christchurch by June 2010.  

IŀǾƛƴƎ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ 

paper, I think an important risk for all airports to be aware of 

is that the regime being developed by the Commission could 

create de facto price regulation, not only for Auckland, 

Wellington and Christchurch, but for other airports as well, 

something that was never intended by Parliament. 

Given the significant impacts on all airports if that indeed 

happened, it would be a good idea for all members of the 

Association to monitor the process over the next year. 

The NZ Airports submission on the discussion paper can be 

viewed on www.comcom.govt.nz along with submissions 

from Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch airports, Air New 

Zealand, the Board of Airline Representatives in New Zealand, 

and others. (Many of the submissions deal with other sectors 

as airports have been bundled into a legislative amendment 

that was originally targeting other more heavily regulated 

sectors).   

Risk of de facto price control and extension 

of regulation to other airports 

The NZ Airports submission notes with considerable concern 

the intent of the Commission (for example in paragraph 84 of 

ƛǘǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ǇŀǇŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ 

web site) to use the information disclosure process to enable 

the Commission to determine whether further regulation of 

airports is required. 

This is not the statutory purpose of information disclosure, 

and neither is it the purpose of the post-2012 report that the 

legislation requires the Commission to make to the Ministers 

of Commerce and Transport.  

The discussion paper gives a distinct impression that the 

threat of regulatory control will turn an information 

disclosure regime into de facto price control affecting all 

airports. This unfortunate outcome could be the result of a 

chain of events along these lines:  

 ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ΨƛƴǇǳǘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΩ ŀǎ 

part of information disclosure, and it appears from its 

discussion document to be inclined to make them 

detailed and exhaustive  

 once the Commission has taken a position on how things 

should be done, any departure from the methodologies 

when an airport is setting its charges would most likely be 

considered by the Commission to be evidence of a 

departure from the purposes of Part 4 of the Commerce 

Act 

 the three airports named in the Act would be under 

pressure to strictly adhere to the input methodologies, 

whether or not they would result in the best long term 

outcomes for the ultimate consumers of airport services, 

 
Kevin Ward 

http://www.comcom.govt.nz/IndustryRegulation/regulatoryprovisionsofthecommercea.aspx
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in terms of innovation and investment, quality or 

efficiency 

 if the methodologies are not adhered to, the Commission 

has signalled that regulatory control would then be 

considered as the next step when it reports to the 

Ministers after 2012. 

hƴŎŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ 

approach to pricing would quickly cascade down to airports 

not identified in the amended Act because, in any dispute 

over pricing, the input methodologies will potentially be held 

up as having special relevance or weight.   

The methodologies would thus have an influence well beyond 

their intended scope, and one that may be completely 

inappropriate given the intended application to only three 

specific airports and in an explicitly narrow information 

disclosure regime. 

The NZ Airports submission notes that, despite the 

perception promoted by airlines, many New Zealand airports 

have significantly overlapping catchments, competition from 

other transport modes, and strong commercial pressures to 

achieve and maintain market share.  The market share 

achievable is often influenced, even determined, by airline 

decisions on routes, seat capacity, frequency of service, time 

of day, and pricing. Many of the airports not specified in the 

amended Act are serviced by a single airline with a powerful 

countervailing power in any commercial relationship with 

those airports. 

Risk to airport infrastructure investment 

There are a nuƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ 

paper where it gives a clear impression that it views the 

information disclosure regime and the post-2012 report as 

stepping stones to increased regulation. The Act does not 

provide a mandate for the Commission to take this approach 

and in the NZ Airports submission we sought a clear 

statement from the Commission that it would not proceed 

down this path.   

We also drew attention to the considerable risk associated 

with an unbalanced or heavy handed regulatory regime. 

Investment, innovation and efficient air services are critical to 

bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ Ǌƛǎƪ 

facing New Zealand consumers in the airport sector is a lack 

of appropriate infrastructure investment. 

The submission supported the objective of the amended 

Commerce Act to promote the long term benefit of 

consumers, emphasising that in the airport sector the 

consumers are air travellers and freight shippers. It will be 

important, however, to ensure that the new regime does not 

go beyond the intended light-handed and low cost 

information disclosure approach that Parliament intended, or 

spill over to affect other airports. As Thomas Jefferson (third 

president of the United States) said, the price of freedom is 

eternal vigilance. 

 

INTERIM CEO APPOINTED AT CIAL  
Christchurch International Airport Ltd has appointed Jim 

Boult as its Acting Chief Executive while the Board undertakes 

an international search for a permanent replacement for 

departing leader Rene Bakx. 

Mr Boult has been a CIAL board member since 2003 and has 

business experience across many fields. He is also a former 

Deputy Chairman of Tourism New Zealand. 

Mr Boult commenced as Acting Chief Executive at CIAL on 20 

February, to coincide with aǊ .ŀƪȄΩǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜΦ 

Mr Bakx is looking forward to a break in which he plans to 

travel. On his return, he has agreed to provide ongoing 

counsel and support to Mr Boult and the CIAL management 

team to ensure continuity and enable transfer of knowledge 

through the interim period. 

άLΩƳ confident that the can-do focus of the current staff and 

management team at CIAL will ensure the airport continues 

to play its significant part in the economy of the South Island, 

servicing the needs of the travelling public as the company 

builds on the foundations for change and growth that have 

ōŜŜƴ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎέΣ ǎŀƛŘ aǊ .ŀƪȄΦ 

Mr Bakx said that he had, together with the team at CIAL, 

achieved some important. 

άLΩƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŀƛǊƭƛƴŜ 

customers over the past weeks have cleared the way for our 

terminal development to proceed. I wish our team well and 

thank them for the support they have given me during my 

ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻƭŜέΣ aǊ .ŀƪȄ ǎŀƛŘΦ
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NEWS FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING OF NZ AIRPORTS  

Executive Committee 

The 17 February meeting marked two 

important milestones for NZ Airports 

Association ς the confirmation of the 

membership of the executive 

committee under the new rules of the 

association, and the appointment of a 

chief executive. 

The newly elected members of the 

executive committee are: 

Category 1 

Group 1: Auckland, Wellington, 

Christchurch 

Group 2: Queenstown, Dunedin 

Group 3: Palmerston North, 

Tauranga, Wanganui 

Category 2 (non-voting) 

Beca Infrastructure 

The chief executive of Wellington 

Airport, Steve Fitzgerald, was elected 

unopposed to the position of Deputy 

Chair of the association.  

The association rules provide for the 

executive committee to appoint an 

independent chairman if it thinks fit.  

The committee decided that no 

appointment was required at this time. 

Chief Executive appointed 

The executive committee is pleased to 

announce that Mr Kevin Ward has been 

appointed as chief executive of the 

association. 

The chief executives of Christchurch, 

Wellington and Auckland airports, 

acting as an interim executive 

committee, had interviewed Kevin 

during January and made a 

recommendation to the February 

meeting of the committee. 

Members may know that Kevin was the 

Director of Civil Aviation from the time 

the CAA was created in 1992 until 2001. 

Since that time Kevin has run his own 

consultancy focusing on policy, strategy 

and regulation, with clients in 

Wellington and Canberra. He will bring 

to the new position a depth of 

knowledge of the machinery of 

government, advocacy skills, and a wide 

range of transport and government 

contacts. 

Kevin was able to attend the NZ Airports 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ŦƻǊǳƳ ƻƴ мт CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ 

has already been busy setting up a small 

office in Wellington and preparing a NZ 

Airports submission to the Commerce 

Commission regarding the 2008 

amendments to the Commerce Act. 

Prior to his appointment at the CAA, 

Kevin was a General Manager (and 

Director of Marine) at the Ministry of 

Transport. Kevin is married and has lived 

in Wellington since 1979. He holds an 

MA in Geography, and is a Fellow of the 

Chartered Institute of Logistics and 

Transport.  

The chief executive position and the 

small NZ Airports office will be funded 

by Auckland, Wellington and 

Christchurch airports until the end of 

June 2009. Bob Goldingay continues as 

the associatƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΦ 

Kevin can be contacted at 

kevin.ward@nzairports.co.nz  

(04) 384 3217. 

Steven Fitzgerald, Deputy Chair, NZ 

Airports  

 

  

NZ Airports office in Wellington  
¢ƘŜ ΨƴŜǿΩ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ b½ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄǘƘ ŦƭƻƻǊ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻƭŘŜǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ 5ƛxon Street and 

Victoria Street.  Unfortunately for me and the people who delivered some office furniture recently, the lift has been out of 

service for several weeks while a burned-out motor is repaired. 

¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǎ ун ǘƻ уу 5ƛȄƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƴ easy walk or quick bus ride to the Government end of town, but much lower 

ǊŜƴǘΦ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ǘŀȄƛ Ǌŀƴƪ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ th .ƻȄ ƛǎ ƴŜŀǊōȅΦ   ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ς and there is 

an informal meeting room available if required.  If you need wifi Internet access while in central Wellington I can help out (but 

go easy on the data cap).  

Kevin Ward, (04) 384 3217 or (021) 384 524, PO Box 11 369, Manners Street, Wellington 6011, kevin.ward@nzairports.co.nz 

 

 
Steven Fitzgerald 

mailto:kevin.ward@nzairports.co.nz
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BIG BOOST FOR WAIKATO REGIONAL TOURISM ï Waikato Regional Airport Ltd 
 

Hamilton International Airport has 

announced a move to boost 

regional tourism in the central 

North Island. 

The airport has just appointed Kiri 

Goulter to take up a role of 

regional tourism manager. 

Ms Goulter, who starts on March 

9, is currently development 

manager for Tourism New Zealand 

where for the past two years she 

has played a key role in supporting 

a number of regional initiatives 

and tourism strategies. 

Her appointment is seen as the 

first step in filling the gap left when 

Tourism Waikato closed after 

funding was withdrawn. 

According to Hamilton 

International Airport chief 

executive Chris Doak, the airport will become the catalyst for 

rebuilding the central North Island tourism destination.  

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ !ƛǊ New 

½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭǳƎ ƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƭƛƎƘǘǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  

Shareholding councils in the airport, Hamilton and the 

Waikato, Waipa, Matamata Piako and Otorohanga District 

Councils, had given their full support for the project.  

Waipa Mayor, Alan Livingston, speaking on behalf of the 

ǎƘŀǊŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΣ ǎŀƛŘ άǘƘŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ 

regional tourism organisation within the next two years as 

part of the New Zealand-ǿƛŘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΦέ  

ά²Ŝ ǎŜŜ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ 

tourism ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦέ 

Mr Livingston said councils were comfortable with the new 

direction which was to create a viable tourism experience in 

the wider region. 

Funding was committed for the 

next two years to make it happen, 

he said. 

¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩs chief 

executive George Hickton, while 

sorry to see Ms Goulter leave 

Tourism New Zealand, welcomed a 

co-ordinated effort in terms of 

²ŀƛƪŀǘƻΩǎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ 

ά/ƻ-ordination of tourism product is 

vital to a region both in the 

domestic and international 

mŀǊƪŜǘǎΣέ aǊ IƛŎƪǘƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ 

industry is one of our largest export 

earners, it is made up of a number 

of small players who are only able 

to cut through into a market with a 

co-ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦέ 

Mr Doak said the new regional 

tourism manager would also ensure 

the wider region was fully represented at all major travel 

trade and convention expos and would ultimately tap into 

the opportunities offered through Tourism New Zealand.  

He acknowledged the significant support from the 

shareholding councils for the initiative ς and the significant 

work being done in the background by the Council Mayors 

and CEOs in support of the airport. 

The focus on rebuilding the regional destination would 

strengthen efforts to influence a new low cost airline to fill 

the international services gap left by Air New Zealand. 

ά²Ŝ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƻǇǘƛƳƛǎǘƛŎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΣ 

particularly when the region has delivered a proven market 

of over one million international air travellers in the past 10 

years. 

 
Kiri Goulter 
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CIAL DOMESTIC TRAVEL UP ALMOST 20%  

Christchurch International Airport Ltd has reported domestic 

passenger growth of almost 20% compared with October last 

year. While international volumes have decreased by 3%, in 

line with national and international trends in the current 

economic climate, growth in the domestic market has 

occurred over and above the recent increase in seat capacity. 

/L![Ωǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ aŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ϧ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ Development, 

DŀǊŜǘƘ hǿŜƴΣ ǎŀȅǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ 

affordable airfares in the market has stimulated domestic 

ǘǊŀǾŜƭΦ ά!ƳƛŘǎǘ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƎƭƻƻƳΣ it is 

reassuring to see that New Zealanders are increasingly 

travelling domestically and on the Tasman routes, with the 

increase in domestic competition growing the market as 

ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘέΦ 

The Tasman route has held steady for the month, with no change in passenger numbers compared with last year. Competition 

for passengers has increased recently, with Jetstar, for example, increasing services into Brisbane and the Gold Coast to grow the 

leisure travel market. 

Jetstar Chief Executive Officer Bruce Buchanan says the airline's trans-Tasman service from Christchurch has been one of 

Jetstar's most successful routes over three years of operation. "Our Christchurch operations, which have performed ahead of 

expectation, are the catalyst for the Jetstar brand to further grow on the competitive trans-Tasman market," Mr Buchanan said. 

For the month of October, domestic travel increased 19.4% on October 2007. International passenger volumes fell by 3.4%. 

Overall for the month of October, passenger volumes through Christchurch Airport increased by 12.4%. 

 

CIAL AIRWAYS TOWER UPDATE  

The Airways control tower has noticeably grown since development of the tower started in October. It is now passing the tenth 

floor, with another one and a half levels to go before the cab floor is reached. 

The access doorway as well as the windows for offices at level ten can now be seen set in the concrete panels. Over the next few 

weeks another office level will be added, then a sub floor for equipment, and finally the control tower cab. Finally a covered 

platform will be added to the tower at level 9 for the mounting of aerials. 

When finished the tower will stand 

45 metres above the ground, which 

is just over twice the height of the 

existing tower. The tower is due for 

completion in early August and it will 

become operational a few weeks 

later when the staff training is 

complete. Images below have been 

taken from the webcam and show 

progress to date. 
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GRANNY WALLISô ROSES ï Ralph Fegan, Wanaka Airport 

This story is not so much about Wanaka Airport as about 

one of its famous personalities whom it is my privilege 

to work with. 

Tim Wallis is a helicopter pilot and entrepreneur who 

pioneered New Zealand's deer industry. He was a 

pathfinder in what has been described as 'New 

Zealand's Last Great Adventure' ς the recovery of red 

deer from the Southern Alps in the 1960s and 1970s 

when he dazzled his peers with his innovative use of 

helicopters to capture wild deer live. A multi-millionaire, 

he is also the man behind the phenomenally successful 

Warbirds Over Wanaka air pageant. 

 There are around 255 roses originally planted at 

²ŀƴŀƪŀ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ ōȅ {ƛǊ ¢ƛƳΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ Janice Wallis, 

affectionately known as Granny Wallis to all who knew 

her. They were planted in memory of her late brother 

Neil Blunden who was shot down in an aircraft over the 

Fiords in Norway while bombing a German ship. As time 

went on the local Wanaka Rose Society took over the 

care of the roses until almost three years ago when I 

began work at the Airport. 

 Sir Tim has a very deep affection for the roses and is 

very proud of his motherΩs efforts to establish them all 

those years ago. To recognise and encourage Sir 

Tim's interest in the roses, I decided to find a grower to 

develop a rose dedicated to him to honour his work 

with Warbirds over Wanaka, The NZ Fighter Pilots 

Museum and all his other aviation pioneering activities.  

Southern Roses owners, Geert and Wilma at Edendale in 

Southland, were prepared to take the project on and 

managed to source an unnamed variety from a breeder 

in Mosgiel. When the idea was discussed with Sir Tim 

however he insisted that the new rose be named Janice 

Wallis in memory of his mother. 

Southern Roses have budded up to 500 Janice Wallis 

roses this season and hope to release the new variety at 

Warbirds Over Wanaka Easter 2010. It is hoped a few 

dollars from the sale of each rose sold will go to the 

Fighter Pilots Museum. 

 Photos courtesy of Ian Brodie, Curator Fighter Pilots Museum Wanaka. 
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AIR NEW ZEALAND REDESIGN S DOMESTIC TRAVEL  

On 17 November, Air New Zealand launched its new domestic travel 

experience at Christchurch Airport. 

Air New Zealand unveiled its new state-of-the-art check-in and boarding 

experience to passengers, who so far have embraced this system. Air 

New ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ DǊƻǳǇ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ {ƘƻǊǘ Iŀǳƭ !ƛǊƭƛƴŜǎ Bruce Parton 

ǎŀƛŘ ά/ǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ς they 

can choose to book their seat online, obtain their boarding pass in the 

way that most suits them and deal with their checked baggage in a 

ǉǳƛŎƪΣ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǿŀȅέΦ 

   

UPDATE FROM BECA AIRPORTS  
Following months of planning during 2008, Beca Airports has 

been very active over the recent summer months with a 

number of major airfield projects underway (and some now 

completed).  

The major projects have included the night-time asphalt 

resurfacing of lengths of Taxiways A and F at Christchurch 

International Airport, the night-time asphalt resurfacing of 

Runway 05-23 at New Plymouth Airport, the night-time 

resurfacing of Runway 16-34 at Wellington Airport involving 

almost 22,000 tonnes of asphalt, the construction of a new 

Code E Apron (Stand 19) and ongoing earthworks 

programme for the new Northern Runway at Auckland 

Airport and the 340m runway extension at Rotorua Airport. 

Each of these projects has its own unique features and 

challenges which have been overcome through the early 

planning and a proactive collaborative approach adopted by 

Beca with our clients and contractors. 

This is the fourth year that Beca Airports has been involved 

with airfield works at Christchurch International Airport, 

working closely with CIAL, Fulton Hogan and Airways. The 

night time resurfacing, consisting of some 10,500 tonnes of 

asphalt, has been completed on time and during the project 

the opportunity to once again assist CIAL in maintaining their 

carboNZero status has been taken, with the use of over 

3,000 tonnes of asphalt using RAP (Recycled Asphalt 

Millings) and 500 tonnes of Coolpave (a low energy asphalt 

which is mixed at 100C instead of 165C). John De Bono, the 

new Airport Manager Facilities at CIAL commented "CIAL are 

very pleased with the incident free and timely 

implementation of this years night time asphalt resurfacing 

works and once again our thanks go to Beca Airports and 

Fulton Hogan for their collaborative and proactive approach 

and commitment in ensuring the success of the project" 

At New Plymouth Airport, the slurry seal and asphalt surface 

runway pavement surface has been showing signs of distress 

and following a number of pavement inspections, pavement 
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testing and an interim programme of patch repairs in late 

2007, the resurfacing of Runway 05-23 and the TaxiLink was 

undertaken and successfully completed as planned in late 

February 2009. Beca were the project manager and designer 

of the works and provided the construction monitoring for 

the works which were undertaken by Fulton Hogan. The 

surfacing works consisting of 6,000 tonnes of asphalt were 

undertaken at night with the runway being handed back on 

time each morning without any disruption to scheduled 

operations and to the pleasure of NPDC. Kevin Hill, Airport 

Manager commented "we are very pleased with the 

planning, design and in particular, the successful 

implementation of the works which caused minimal 

disruption to the airport and my thanks go to the Beca 

Airports and Fulton Hogan Team for their inputs and 

proactive approach at all stages of the project". 

If you are planning a runway or taxiway resurfacing or any 

airfield works and you haven't already been in touch with us 

to assist in the planning, design and management, please 

contact John Cairns - Technical Director Airports, Kiran Hira - 

Associate Airports or Richard Holyoake - Project Director 

Airports who will be pleased to provide further advice and 

assistance.

 

Jetstar expansion to grow South Island economy  

On the 18th of February Jetstar announced that they will enter the New 

Zealand domestic market from the 10th of June, replacing the Qantas 

domestic services. 

This new service will increase capacity on the domestic 

routes out of Christchurch by 36% immediately, with 

Christchurch Airport receiving a significant share of the new 

services. Jetstar will operate five return services daily to 

Auckland from Christchurch (increasing to six in late June), 

with daily services also operating to Wellington and 

Queenstown. 

It is pleasing to see the strong Jetstar brand bring its offer to 

the domestic New Zealand market, particularly in the 

current environment. The new service will increase capacity 

on the domestic routes out of Christchurch by 36% 

immediately, which can only have a positive impact on our 

economy. Decisive moves such as this in a time of economic 

difficulties send a positive message to the tourism industry, 

and this will stimulate travel both for business and leisure. 

Gareth Owen, General Manager Marketing & Business 

Development said that it was sad to see the end of the 

vŀƴǘŀǎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ōǊŀƴŘ ŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘΦ άLǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ 

of an era here, with the departure of the Qantas domestic 

services. Qantas have provided an excellent service to our 

domestic market for eight years, and while we look forward 

to a ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊƭƛƴŜΩǎ 

ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŦŜǿŜǊ ƻŦ the distinctive 

ƪŀƴƎŀǊƻƻ ǘŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ Ǌǳƴǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέΦ Gareth Owen 

ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǘǎǘŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘΣ 

and positive for ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ ά²ŜΩǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ Ǌƻōǳǎǘ 

relationship with Jetstar over the past 12 months has 

assisted their ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ 

looking forward to working with them on further 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέΦ 
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Building commences on j et Hangar at 

Nelson Airport Ltd  

In anticipation of the 2
nd

 stage of development in the Northern GA area a 

private operator has leased an as yet undeveloped site and commenced 

building a hangar for his private jet.  

Method of work plans tested operational skills in the provision of access 

to an airside site and extensive risk management assessment was 

undertaken to ensure the work could be undertaken without risk to 

commercial operators in the adjacent areas.  

As Nelson Airport is not security designated the task proves much 

simpler in some areas but created some new problems of access control 

and management. Much has been resolved by the use of locally issued 

photo ID cards issued to those authorised to access the site.  Full safety 

briefing and access instruction is required prior to the provision of the 

access card and the system is working well with no issues or breaches 

noted at this stage.  

Some airport forum attendees may recognize the site controller on this 

ID card as being an imposter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commercial Office Building  for CIAL  
The growth in business activity at the airport for both CIAL and our key customers has led to increased enquiries for 

office space in the airport precinct. As a result of this significant demand, we are looking at options to develop a new 

office building that will provide a unique opportunity for businesses whose activities are airport related. 

The building, to be designed to a high standard of energy efficiency and environmental care, will also have the ability to 

incorporate the relocation of the CIAL offices. This is likely to include all of the current corporate and  administration 

offices, plus the administrative functions of Facilities Services, and Customer Services. The detail of exactly which 

functions would move has not been determined yet and will be the subject of discussions with each of the areas 

involved. 

Bayleys Realty have been contracted by CIAL to market the office opportunity, and airport related businesses are now 

being invited to submit expressions of interest for the remaining lease space in the five level building. 

We believe that this opportunity will appeal to a wide range of potential businesses. The convenience of an on-airport 

location provides a unique opportunity for companies whose staff or customers are frequent air travellers, and real 

economic benefits for organisations related to the airport environment, such as airlines, freight and logistics, rental 

vehicle, or travel companies. 

The building will be situated in the airport precinct on Memorial Avenue, and will have high visibility to passing traffic 

flows and easy access to ample on site car parks. Floor plates will be 1500m² with the ability to be subdivided. Natural 

light, sound proofing and staff facilities have been foremost considerations in the design, as has provision of a park like 

άƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜέ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻŦ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜƛƴƎΦ 

The timeframe for this project has not yet been determined and is dependent on the interest received. If significant 

suitable interest is generated, the building could be completed by 2011. 


