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From the Chair 
Graeme McCardle, Auckland International Airport 

Welcome to the New Zealand Airports Association (NZAA) newsletter. 

Although the NZAA only came into being in 2006 it has already hosted 2 very 

successful conferences and has its own website (www.nzairports.co.nz). This 

however is the first edition of its newsletter which is to be published every 2 

months. The NZAA has over 40 members which range from the big international to 

regional and smaller airports throughout the country. Several affiliated businesses 

are also members and benefit from the combined knowledge, experience and 

support found within the Association. 

The many issues facing airports in our changing world are discussed at regular 

meetings and, where required, action is taken by the Association. An example of 

this is the Association’s response to the LAGs regulations of early last year. 

2008 has got off to an interesting start.  

Chairman Graeme Ware leaving at the end of last year and leaving me to take over 

at the top. I wish to thank Graeme for all the work he has done for NZAA since it 

started and wish him well in Aus. 

We had an attempted high jacking on an ANZ domestic aircraft in February which 

has lead to a review of security at the smaller airports by MOT for the government.  

A report is due in May on what extra security will be required at domestic airports 

and on board aircraft.  

Kaye McNabb (Nelson Airport), Ray Dumble (Tauranga Airport) and I are on the 

industry-reference group working with the MOT on the report. We will report to 

members on any issues that may arise. 

CAA has undertaken a rewrite of rule part 139 and will be consulting with industry 

on this. NZAA will be taking an active part in the rewrite. 

This is the first edition of the newsletter and we ask members to contribute to it 

with news, information and opinions. 

Thanks to Angela Adye (Blenheim Airport) who put her hand up to be editor of the 

newsletter. If you have anything to contribute please contact her at 

angela@abelprop.com. 
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Non Passenger Screening - Richard Roberts, Dunedin International Airport 
Non Passenger Screening (NPS) is to commence at all 
airports serving international operations on 31 March 2008. 
This follows exactly a year after New Zealand introduced 
control of Liquids, Aerosols and Gels (LAG's) and the lessons 
learned during this very successful exercise have been 
employed in the implementation of NPS.  

Prior to the implementation of NPS AVSEC will be providing 
some education for airport staff. CAA have already been 

around the affected airports and set up "Security Enhanced 
Areas" (SEA's) which will designate the areas in which 
airport employees can be screened. Consultation has been 
extremely productive and well managed by CAA and AVSEC. 
A "common sense approach" will be the order of the day 
and we envisage that there will be minimum impact on 
airport operations. 

 

Increasing the AIP Levy - Angela Adye, Blenheim Airport 

Increasing any type of levy is guaranteed to provoke 
meaningful dialogue. The Aeronautical Information 
Publication Levy is no different except that the dialogue is 
less about the need (or not) for an increase and more about 
the adequacy of the charging regime currently in place.  

There is no contest that the service is required. It is in fact 
mandatory under Section 75 of the Civil Aviation Act. There 
is no argument that the AIP needs to be upgraded to meet 
modern demand. Nor is there doubt that this will increase 
the cost of producing and delivering the information, or 
that costs will continue rising over the next decade as the 
aeronautical database is improved. 

The debate has to do with the funding model adopted in 
2001 which drew on a mechanism recommended by ICAO. 
This charged production costs to information originators 
and delivery costs to end users. Commercial entities would 
be able to recover their costs through fees to 
aerodrome/airways users. Called the AIS Levy, it is paid by 
Airways, MetService and aerodromes with NZ Defence 
force also making a contribution. This model however sees 
regional aerodromes such as Woodbourne and Nelson 
paying a levy which is considerably higher than 
international ports such as Dunedin and Queenstown 

despite the latter’s revenue earning capability being 
considerably more.  

In its consultation document dated January 2008 the CAA 
advised that it considers the current funding model 
appropriate. The increases proposed however show the 
same inappropriate (my word) charges as previously. 
Fortunately the CAA feels there would be merit in 
discussing the adequacy of the model and the methodology 
involved with those affected.  

The subject was discussed during the last NZAA meeting in 
February 2008. There was some light hearted dissention by 
larger aerodromes favoured by the current regime. 
However general consensus concurred that the current 
charging model was unfair in that costs were not shared 
equitably and that the airport industry is bearing a 
disproportionate amount of the cost while some end users 
are not charged at all. Costs appear to have been based on 
the number of AIS document changes made by airports in 
2000 which is a dubious basis for calculation 8 years on. 

The consultation work by CAA during 2008 is an opportunity 
for airports to submit on this issue and it was agreed that 
airports would do so individually.  

 

 Winter posting to hot spot - Kelly Byrne, Blenheim Airport & RNZAF Base Woodbourne 

When you work for an employer like mine you get to expect 
the occasional different posting.  

It has now been confirmed that I am off to East Timor for 6 
to 7 months with a departure from NZ in late April.  I will be 
relinquishing my Marlborough Airport Limited Operation 
Managers role with effect 4 April as I start pre-deployment 
training the following Monday. 

While I am overseas my MAL job will be assumed by the 
Firemaster at Woodbourne, Flight Sergeant Chris Gee.  
Chris will be attending the regular NZAA meetings in my 
absence.  You will find that he has a wealth of knowledge 
on airfield operations and has rescue fire experience that 

will be useful to all members of our organisation. Make use 
of him!  I’m certain he would be receptive to good job 
offers too! 

I will try and send back the occasional message but feel free 
to make contact with me while I am away in Timor.  I’ll be 
happy to give details of life in the tropics while you 
experience a NZ winter. My current Defence email address 
Kelly.byrne@nzdf.mil.nz will remain my primary point of 
contact up there. 

I will be at the next NZAA meeting on 1 April and hope to 
catch up with you all again there. 

mailto:Kelly.byrne@nzdf.mil.nz
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              GPU at Blenheim 

Safe power from mains to planes   

Geoff Eban, Christchurch International Airport 

For those a little bamboozled by this issue we hope the 
following will help clarify things. 

While in the air, an aircraft’s electrical power supply for 
things like lights, instruments, ovens, etc. comes 
from engine driven generators. On the ground 
with the engines shut down this power supply 
needs to come from somewhere else. 

On all jet aircraft, and Q300 turboprops, 
there is a small gas turbine engine in the 
tail (called an APU) which provides this 
electrical power on the ground. For 
aircraft without an APU, or if the 
APU is inoperative, power can be 
supplied from a ground power unit 
(GPU). 

There are two types of GPU. One 
is a stand alone towable 
generator driven by a large diesel 
engine. The other is an electrical 
converter unit powered from the 
airport's mains system which 
converts mains power to the 
correct format required by the 
aircraft. 

In New Zealand the following situation 
currently exists. Turboprops get power 
from all three sources; the APU (Q300 
only) and both diesel and mains supplied 
GPUs, depending on which airport and which 
gate is used. Domestic jets generally use their own 
APUs. International jets normally use their own APUs 
however Auckland has recently fitted mains supplied GPUs.  

Due to fuel costs and environmental concerns, there is a 
trend away from APUs and Diesel GPUs towards mains 
supplied GPUs. 

When an aircraft is connected to a mains supplied GPU it is 
effectively an appliance connected to the mains, just like a 
TV.  Just as with other appliances there are required safety 
standards which are currently not met. The risk is further 
exacerbated by the fact that aircraft are all metal therefore 
a fault causing electrocution is a danger. 

The project underway addresses the safety concerns 
around mains supplied GPUs only. It does not apply to 
diesel GPUs. Many airports may not have mains supply GPU 

equipment, although a few have mains supplied GPUs for 
turboprops. This equipment is generally owned by the 
airlines.  I believe only Auckland has mains supplied GPUs 
owned by AIAL for jet aircraft. 

So, the interest of most airports is limited to possible issues 
surrounding the power supply to a mains supplied GPU and 
perhaps the plug into which the GPU connects.  However it 
is more likely that possible issues will surround the GPU 
itself and its connection to the aircraft, both of which are 
airline problems.  AIAL have an obvious interest because 
they own the international jet GPUs. 
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Domestic aviation security - Angela Adye, Blenheim Airport  

I had just reached my desk on the morning of February 8 
when the first media call came through. “Could I comment 
on the incident on the flight from Blenheim earlier this 
morning?” What flight? What incident?  

That was a strange day. A stone was cast from which the 
ripples are still widening and airports, the smaller ones in 
particular, are watching to see if the wash becomes too 
hard to handle. What is certain is that doing nothing is not 
an option. Aunty Helen has said so.  

Are we too lax in our security measures at smaller airports? 
Was this a one-off incident? Is the reaction in danger of 
going over the top? Whatever the opinion, the deed has 
been done and domestic aviation in New Zealand will never 
be the same again.  

The response has been instant. Five options for action were 
immediately put forward. These included retaining the 
status quo, training staff, a feasibility study on installing 
flight deck barriers, hand screening most passengers and 
luggage on aircraft with 19 to 89 seats, screening of all 
passengers on aircraft of 19 or more seats and undertaking 
a thorough review of domestic aviation security.  

An MOT cabinet paper then made recommendations based 
on the above options for 3 immediate measures to be put 
in place. These were increased training for airline staff, a 
feasibility study on adding flight deck barriers to small 
aircraft and a thorough review of domestic aviation 
security. 

The recommended review is currently 
being undertaken and is due to be 
presented to Government on 21 
May 2008.  NZAA is involved in 
the discussions. It is recognised 
that caution needs to be exercised 
in deciding policy around the 
issue. The implementation of 
increased security measures such 
as screening is a costly affair and 
care needs to be taken that the 
ability of domestic airports to 
function and provide a vital 
service is not endangered. While 
the safety of airport and airline 
users is paramount, the risk of 
terrorism and one off hijack 

attacks is considered to be “very low indeed”.  

Submissions from NZAA member airports can be forwarded 
to Jacinda Harrison at Ministry of Transport on 
amckenzie@transport.govt.nz. Kaye McNabb, Ray Dumble 
and Graeme McCardle are attending meetings on domestic 
aviation security on behalf of NZAA. Kaye is happy to assist 
with information and issues. 
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